
 

  
 

 
 

 

Innovative Technologica:  Methodical Research Journal Vol: 3, No 4, 2024,  Page: 1-5 

 

 

https://innovative.pubmedia.id/index.php/Innovative 

Communicative Approach in Teaching A Foreign 

Language 

1Department of Teaching Foreign Languages Methodology (English),Bukhara State Pedagogical Institute, Uzbekistan 
2Foreign Languages (English Language and Literature), Bukhara State Pedagogical Institute, Uzbekistan 

 

Abstract: This article examines the communicative approach in foreign 

language teaching, exploring its theoretical foundations, methodological 

principles, and practical applications. Through a comprehensive literature 

review, including both international and Uzbek sources, the study analyzes the 

evolution of the communicative approach, its impact on language acquisition, 

and its effectiveness in developing learners' communicative competence. 
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Introduction 

The field of foreign language teaching has undergone significant transformations 

over the past few decades, with the communicative approach emerging as a dominant 

paradigm. This approach, which emphasizes the development of communicative 

competence rather than mere linguistic knowledge, has revolutionized the way languages 

are taught and learned worldwide, including in Uzbekistan. The communicative approach, 

also known as Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), is based on the principle that 

language is primarily a tool for communication, and therefore, language learning should 

focus on developing the ability to communicate effectively in real-life situations. 

The origins of the communicative approach can be traced back to the 1970s when 

language educators and linguists began to question the effectiveness of traditional 

grammar-translation and audio-lingual methods. These earlier methods often produced 

learners who could manipulate grammar rules but struggled to use the language 

spontaneously in authentic contexts. In response to these limitations, the communicative 

approach was developed to bridge the gap between classroom learning and real-world 

language use. 
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Methodology 

The communicative approach is rooted in several theoretical perspectives on language 

and learning. Hymes's concept of communicative competence, which expanded Chomsky's 

notion of linguistic competence, provided a crucial foundation for the approach. Hymes 

argued that knowing a language involves more than just understanding its grammar; it 

requires the ability to use language appropriately in various social contexts. 

In the Uzbek context, scholars such as Jalolov have contributed to the theoretical 

understanding of communicative language teaching, emphasizing its relevance to the 

country's educational goals and cultural context. 

Key Principles and Characteristics: The communicative approach is characterized by 

several core principles: 

1. Focus on meaning: Language is viewed as a means of communication rather than a set 

of structures to be memorized. 

2. Authentic materials and tasks: The use of real-life materials and communicative tasks 

that simulate authentic language use. 

3. Fluency and accuracy: While accuracy is important, fluency is given priority, especially 

in the early stages of learning. 

4. Learner-centered approach: Students are active participants in the learning process, with 

the teacher acting as a facilitator. 

5. Integration of language skills: Reading, writing, listening, and speaking are often 

integrated within lessons. 

6. Error tolerance: Errors are seen as a natural part of the learning process and are often 

addressed indirectly. 

Implementation Strategies: The implementation of the communicative approach 

involves a variety of classroom practices and techniques: 

1. Role-plays and simulations: These activities allow learners to practice language in 

contextualized situations. 

2. Information gap activities: Tasks where students must exchange information to 

complete an objective. 

3. Group and pair work: Collaborative activities that maximize student interaction. 

4. Task-based learning: Lessons structured around communicative tasks that have clear 

outcomes. 

5. Use of authentic materials: Incorporation of real-life texts, audio, and video materials. 

6. Functional language practice: Focus on language functions (e.g., apologizing, 

requesting) rather than isolated grammar points. 

In Uzbekistan, educators have adapted these strategies to suit local educational contexts 

and cultural norms. For instance, Hasanova reports on the use of culturally relevant role-

play scenarios and authentic materials that reflect Uzbek society and traditions. 

Result and Discussion 

The literature review reveals several key findings regarding the effectiveness and 

impact of the communicative approach in foreign language teaching, including insights 

from the Uzbek context: 
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Enhanced communicative competence: Numerous studies, including those 

conducted in Uzbekistan, have shown that learners taught through the communicative 

approach demonstrate improved ability to use the target language in real-life situations 

compared to those taught through traditional methods. 

- Increased motivation and engagement: The use of authentic materials and meaningful 

tasks has been found to enhance learner motivation and participation in the language 

classroom. 

- Development of sociolinguistic awareness: Learners exposed to the communicative 

approach show greater understanding of the social and cultural aspects of language use. 

- Improved fluency: Studies indicate that the approach's emphasis on communication over 

perfect accuracy leads to increased fluency in spoken language. 

- Varied effectiveness across skills: While the approach generally improves overall 

language proficiency, its effectiveness may vary across different language skills, with 

some studies showing greater improvements in speaking and listening compared to 

reading and writing. 

- Cultural adaptations: Research has shown that the communicative approach can be 

successfully adapted to various cultural contexts, including Uzbekistan, although 

modifications may be necessary to address local educational norms and expectations. 

The communicative approach has undoubtedly made significant contributions to 

foreign language teaching globally and in Uzbekistan. Its focus on developing practical 

language skills and communicative competence aligns well with the needs of learners in an 

increasingly globalized world. The approach's emphasis on authentic materials and tasks 

helps bridge the gap between classroom learning and real-world language use, addressing 

a key limitation of earlier teaching methods. 

However, the implementation of the communicative approach is not without 

challenges, particularly in the Uzbek context. Some critics argue that the focus on fluency 

may come at the expense of grammatical accuracy, potentially leading to the fossilization of 

errors. Additionally, the approach may be more challenging to implement in contexts where 

large class sizes, limited resources, or traditional educational cultures prevail. 

In Uzbekistan, educators have faced specific challenges in implementing the 

communicative approach, including the need to adapt materials to reflect local cultural 

values and the sometimes limited English proficiency of teachers themselves. However, 

ongoing teacher training initiatives and curriculum reforms are addressing these issues. 

Another point of discussion is the balance between explicit and implicit language 

instruction. While the communicative approach generally favors implicit learning through 

exposure and practice, some researchers argue for the importance of explicit instruction, 

particularly for adult learners. This has led to variations of the approach that incorporate 

more structured grammar instruction within a communicative framework. 

The role of the first language (L1) in communicative language teaching is also a 

subject of debate. While the approach generally advocates for maximum use of the target 

language, some studies suggest that judicious use of L1 can facilitate comprehension and 
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reduce learner anxiety, particularly at lower proficiency levels. This consideration is 

particularly relevant in the Uzbek context, where multilingualism is common. 

Furthermore, the advent of digital technologies and online learning platforms has 

opened up new possibilities for implementing the communicative approach. Virtual 

environments, social media, and language exchange apps offer innovative ways to provide 

authentic communication experiences, although their integration into formal language 

curricula remains a challenge. In Uzbekistan, efforts are being made to incorporate 

technology into language teaching, although access and infrastructure issues persist in some 

regions. 

 

Conclusion 

The communicative approach has significantly influenced foreign language teaching 

methodology in Uzbekistan and globally, offering a more practical and learner-centered 

alternative to traditional methods. Its focus on developing communicative competence 

aligns well with the needs of modern language learners and has shown effectiveness in 

improving overall language proficiency, particularly in speaking and listening skills. 

However, the approach is not a one-size-fits-all solution. Its successful implementation 

requires careful consideration of the learning context, learner needs, and cultural factors. In 

Uzbekistan, ongoing efforts to adapt the communicative approach to local educational 

traditions and sociocultural norms are essential for its effective implementation. 

As language education continues to evolve, the communicative approach is likely to 

remain a significant influence, albeit in modified forms that incorporate insights from 

cognitive science, technology-enhanced learning, and intercultural communication studies. 

By maintaining its core principles while adapting to new research findings, technological 

advancements, and local educational contexts, the communicative approach can continue 

to provide a robust foundation for effective foreign language teaching in Uzbekistan and 

beyond in the 21st century. 
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